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Tena koe e te rangatira.   

(a formal greeting  to a chiefly person)

Nga mihi tino maha ki a koe me tou hoa rangatira.

(I convey my many warm greetings to you and your wife)

Ou te fiafia tele, e fa’atalofa atu I Lau Afioga

(I am very happy to greet your highness)

Le Ao Mamalu o le Malo Tutoatasi o Samoa

(the Head of State of the Independent State of Samoa)

Lau Afioga Tuimaleali’ifano Va’aletoa Sualauvi Le Lua ma le Masiofo 

(and your Good Lady)

I  have  the  honour  to  bring  you  most  cordial  greetings  from  the  Queen  of

New  Zealand,  Her  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  II.  The  Governor-General  of

New Zealand, Her Excellency The Right Honourable Dame Patsy Reddy, also

conveys her warmest greetings.

My Prime Minister, the Right Honourable Jacinda Ardern, wishes me to convey

her assurance that the maintenance and further development of the close and

special  relationship  between  our  two  countries  is  a  matter  to  which  the

New Zealand Government continues to accord the highest priority.

My Foreign  Minister,  the  Right  Honourable  Vaovasamanaia  Winston  Peters,

also asked me to convey to you and your government his best regards.  As you

know, he met recently with your Prime Minister, the Honourable Tuilaepa Sailele
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Malielegaoi in Waitangi and looks forward to continuing regular consultations

with the Samoan Government. 

As your Highness is aware, Samoa and New Zealand are closely linked by our

shared  history,  geography,  culture,  the  depth  of  our  people  to  people

connections,  and  strong  democratic  traditions.   These  links  have,  over  the

years, developed into a strong bond of friendship and cooperation that we in

New Zealand cherish.  

Our  two  countries  share  a  special  relationship.  A  relationship  that  is

underpinned by, and enshrined in, the Treaty of Friendship - the only such treaty

New Zealand has with another country - based on the principles of partnership,

understanding,  and  mutual  respect.  This  relationshipship  was  recently

reaffirmed by the New Zealand – Samoa Statement of Partnership, signed at

Waitangi  by  Prime Minister  Tuilaepa  and  Foreign  Minister  Vaovasamanaia

Winston Peters. 

The sentiment expressed in the Statement of Partnership: He waka eke noa

(we are all  in the waka together); ‘O le fogava’a e tasi (we are all  the same

family) is an apt description of the partnership that our two countries share.  A

partnership that is demonstrated everyday through the valuable contribution that

Samoa,  and  the  Samoan  community,  makes  to  New  Zealand  and  to  our

multicultural  society.   New Zealand  Samoans  have  a  prominent  role  in  our

political scene and continue to make outstanding contributions in many other

fields of endeavour including in music, theatre, arts, literature, and of course

sport. 

Samoa is a regional and global leader in promoting good governance, economic

reform, and economic development.  We admire the gains achieved over the

past  decade  through  reforms that  have provided  a  platform  of  stability  and

growth  despite  the  challenges  of  the  global  economic  crisis  and  natural
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disasters.   Equally,  we  value  and  respect  Samoa’s  views  and  appreciate

Samoa’s leadership and engagement in the region and in numerous multilateral

fora.  

We look forward to continuing to work closely with your government, including

through our development programme, to assist  Samoa’s efforts to further its

economic  and social  development,  and to  combat  the  challenges posed by

climate change. We also wish Samoa well with your hosting of the upcoming

Pacific Games in July.

I  am confident  that  our  close friendship  and partnership  will  continue to  be

characterised by trust and openness.  We will continue to consult closely on

issues of shared interest, including on regional and international issues.  I am

sure that the strength of our ties will ensure that our relationship will always be

based  on  respect  and  understanding.  Our  past  and  our  futures  are  woven

together.

Allow me to express my own great personal pleasure at having been given the

opportunity to take up this appointment.  I look forward to living and working in

your beautiful and peaceful country.  I assure you that I will do all in my power to

maintain and enhance the relationship between our two countries.

Kia tau te manaakitanga o te atua ki runga i a koe me nga tangata katoa o enei

motu.

(May the blessings of the Lord above be upon you and all the people of these

islands)

Fa’amanuia  tele  le  Atua  i  lau  Afioga  ma  le  ‘aiga,  ma  fa’amanuia  le  Malo

Tuto’atasi o Samoa.

(Blessings from God to you and your family and blessings to the independent

state of Samoa)


